CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 
Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 


Friday, December 11, 1992 


Present: Professors M.N.S. Swamy, (Chair), M.O. Ahmad, C. Bédard, R.B. Bhat, 
S. Cheung, T. Fancott, P.P. Fazio, F.D. Hamblin, K. Khorasani, T. 
Krepec, A. Krzyzak, V.N. Latinovic, J. Opatrny, M.O.M. Osman, R.V. 
Patel, T. Radhakrishnan, R. Shinghal, T. Stathopoulos, K. 
Thulasiraman, G.D. Xistris; G.H. Vatistas (Graduate Studies), Lee 
Harris (Library); J.L. Hall (Secretary). 


Absent with 
apology: Profs. V.S. Alagar, B. Ashtakala, J.C. Giguére, K. Ha-Huy, O.A. Pekau, 
T.L. Swift (Registrar's Office). 


Visitors: Prof. A.S. Ramamurthy. 


1, Adoption of Agenda 
Motion The agenda, as circulated, was unanimously adopted. 
92-7-1 

CLOSED SESSION 


M 


END OF CLOSED SESSION 


Adoption of Mi 


A clarification concerning the statement regarding the dropping of 
courses in the minutes of the meeting of November 20, 1992 (92-6) 
generated some discussion. It was pointed out that if a course has not 
been given for a period of three years it is not dropped automatically 
but that ECGSC strongly recommends this to a department if there is 
no justifiable reason for the course to be maintained. Prof. Hamblin 
explained that in the minutes of the meeting of October 16 (92-5) item 6 
“Curriculum Changes - Graduate Studies Calendar", it was correctly 
reported that one Councillor had remarked that "Mechanical 
Engineering has a rule that if a course is not given for three years, it is 
dropped". In the meeting of November 20, 1992 (92-6) this comment 
was further amplified by a councillor who stated that this "rule" 
applies throughout the entire Faculty. 

With regard to Motion 92-6-7 in the minutes of the meeting of 
November 20, 1992 (92-6) item 6 concerning the Concordia Centre for 
Composites it was pointed out that the minutes should have read 
“Motion 92-6-6 was then passed unanimously." (not Motion 92-6-7). 
Also in order to clarify the discussion concerning the source of the 
$10,000 annual funding, it was understood that the first year's funding 
would come from the Mechanical Engineering Department with 
subsequent funding from the Faculty budget. 

Finally, concerning the Minutes of meeting of October 16, 1992 (92-5) 
item number 6. Curriculum Changes - Graduate Studies Calendar 
(ECFC Doc. 92-5-1)Dr. Fazio suggested that the wording of the third 
paragraph of page 5 of the original minutes be changed to more 
accurately reflect the comment made. Therefore the paragraph should 
read: 

"Dr. Fazio reported that the Actions Structurantes program in CBS has 
received, in the past few months, a positive review from a visiting 
team from Quebec. Consequently, two additional faculty positions have 
been approved and funded by Quebec and integrated in the CBS 
faculty." 


A motion to amend, as noted above, the minutes of the meeting of 
October 16, 1992 (92-5) and to approve the minutes of the meeting of 
November 20, 1992 (92-6) amended as noted above, was carried 
unanimously. 


Chair's Remar! 


Dr. Swamy referring to his memorandum of November 30, 1992, in 
which he advised the community that he was not standing for re- 
appointment as Dean of the Faculty, stated that he wanted to express 
his thanks to all members of the Council for their support over the 


Motion 
92-7-5 


Motion 
92-7-6 


years. He also took the opportunity to wish "Happy Holidays" to all 
members of Council. 


The following motion, proposed by Dr.M.O.M. Osman and seconded by 
Dr. G.D. Xistris was carried unanimously: 

Be it resolved that the Engineering and Computer Science Faculty 
Council extend its sincere thanks and deep appreciation to Dean 
Swamy for the 16 years of leadership he has provided to this Faculty. 
Dean Swamy's dedication, insight and vision, as well as his 
intelligence and wisdom have contributed immensely to the 
development of the Faculty, from a small unit in 1977, to a world class 
institution to be reckoned with both nationally and internationally. 
The Faculty, while regretting Dr. Swamy's decision not to let his name 
stand for another term, recognizes and appreciates his enormous 
contribution as an academic leader, in his own field and, as a leader to 
the Faculty in all stages of its development. The Faculty Council is very 
proud to have had such a distinguished scholar as Dr. Swamy at the 
helm over the past 16 years, during the time of its most crucial 
progress. As a Faculty we promise that we will strive to maintain the 
same high standards of excellence presently established within the 
Faculty. The Faculty Council wishes Dr. Swamy well in all his future 
endeavors and urge him to continue providing guidance to the Faculty 
in the years to come. 


cb cdiling oF hillsides utes Sinal Heawidyiien waded 


The Deans have received a memorandum from the Secretary of Senate 
which advised them of a motion passed by Senate recommending that 
"all Faculty and School Councils and Committees not meet during 
times when student members have final exams." 


During the discussion that followed it was suggested that, since there is 

no urgency to debate this issue, Council wait until the student 

representatives (who were all absent from this meeting) are present. 

Some of the opinions expressed during the discussion were as follows: 

- That Council should make a similar motion to that passed by 
Senate. 

- That Senate's motion seems to recognize two classes of 
Councillor implying that those Councillors who teach on Friday 
afternoons have a similar problem, however the business of 
Council must continue regardless. 

- That the Senate motion specifies only the periods of the Final 
Examinations and that we should try to accommodate the 
student representatives. 


It was moved, and carried unanimously, to table further discussion 
until this issue can be debated in Council as a whole. 


6.1 


Motion 
92-7-7 


6.2 


6.3 


Other Business 
Positive Publici 


The Minister of Commerce, Industry and Technology of Québec (MICT) 
has issued a film promoting investment opportunities in this Province 
and it features the Centre for Building Studies as an R&D resource in 
Québec for the construction industry. This film is available at the 
Centre for Building Studies. Also feature articles on the Centre have 
been presented in two leading Québec periodicals. 


Under the sponsorship of the industry, several researchers from the 
Centre for Building Studies are participating , along with researchers 
from other Québec universities, in a workshop to develop the concept 
of a "research house" and a full scale climatic chamber to test the 
impact of the harsh climate on building facilities. 


Council moved and carried a vote of congratulations to the Centre for 
Building Studies for generating this positive image of the Faculty. 


Strategic Grant 
It was announced that a Strategic Equipment Grant had been awarded 


to Drs. R.M. Cheng and R. Rajagopalan for the retrofitting of a 
deburring robot with a "Versatile Motion Controller". 


ing the Positi 


It was suggested that information such as the above should be sent to 
the Concordia Thursday Report in order to capitalize on the 
achievements of the Faculty. Dr. Swamy stated that we should be proud 
of what we have accomplished and perhaps each Department should 
send an item outlining recent accomplishments to each CTR. It was 
also suggested that perhaps such items could be sent to the Secretary of 
Faculty Council and a newsletter circulated within the Faculty every 
few months in an effort to keep all faculty and staff members of the 
Faculty informed of its activities and achievements. 


Adjournment 


A motion to adjourn was carried unanimously. 


